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Project title
POLICY ANSWERS: “R&I POLICY making, implementation 

ANd Support in the WEsteRn BalkanS”

Project funding

Coordination and Support Action under Horizon Europe WIDERA-2021-

ACCESS-06-01 Support for R&I policy making in the Western Balkans; 

Grant Agreement 101058873

Project duration 48 months: March 2022 – February 2026 -> April 2026

Project partnership 14 partners + wide stakeholder network

Project officer Bernhard Fabianek and Agota David, DG Research & Innovation

Project coordinator Elke Dall, Centre for Social Innovation

Project contact policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu

Project website www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu

Project social media @WBInfoHub

Project prolongation is planned …
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A continuation is envisaged …

Call was launched with 

deadline in September.

Enlarged geographical area 

(enlargement)

8 proposals have been 

submitted.

The proposal “POLICY ENLARGE” has been invited to Grant Agreement 

negotiations by the European Commission

Coordinator: RCSID

Planned start -> April 2026



7

Evaluation and reporting on the 

three pilot calls launched and 

under implementation:

WB Mobility Scheme

WB Innovation Vouchers

WB Youth R&I Award

Monitoring of WB Agenda implementation

Six cards published

Capacity building activities in 

all six WB successfully 

implemented

Monthly newsletters and 

mobilisation through the 
WB Info Hub continued

Monthly webinars supporting alignment of priorities, e.g. Malta’s approach 

towards Partnerships, Becoming Horizon Europe evaluator

next one: European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)

Policy Briefs published e.g. on Statistics, 
Research Infrastructures

Support to Steering Platform (September 2025) and

Ministerial Meeting in Podgorica (October 2025) 

including public events with RCC, JRC and COST

5

Achievements since the previous presentation 
(June 2025)

Regional Innovation Academy 

launched and Fellowships 

implemented

Key results: https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/theme/policy-answers-ri-policy-making-implementation-and-support-in-the-western-balkans/



WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

4th and last round (Q1/2026)

For the 3rd round:

Research and Innovation

Digital Competitiveness

Environment

Education & Skills

Youth, Culture & Sports

Common Regional Market

Forthcoming: Monitoring of the 
Western Balkans Agenda

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/news/implementing-the-western-

balkans-agenda-monitoring-cards-published-by-policy-answers-july-2025/



WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Statistics and monitoring

• Identification of challenges

• Recommendations to ministries, 

national statistical offices, 

regional networks/ 

international bodies and RPOs 

to improve situation in relation

to statistical data availability, 

quality, etc.

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/documents/policy-answers-

policy-brief-western-balkans-monitoring-and-reporting-

challenges-and-key-takeaways/



WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Invitation to discuss about FP10 recommendations

• How should the EU budget be structured to ensure competitiveness and resilience and active 

participation also of the Western Balkans?

• What are the efficiency and accountability reforms, including simplification and improved 

strategic targeting, that can ensure a more impactful multi-annual financial framework (MFF) 

/ FP10?

• What approaches can ensure that EU budget allocations are consistently aligned with EU 

values, rule of law and horizontal principles including academic freedom?

• How should be Horizon Europe (FP10) linked or distinguished from the Competitiveness Fund?

• What strategies should be implemented to widen participation and support R&I ecosystems 

including the Western Balkans? 

• How best can future framework programmes improve evaluation processes and criteria? 

• Which priorities should be set and addressed? 

• How can digitalisation, SME support and structural modernisation be integrated into research 

and innovation funding maintaining a distinct profile compared to the European 

Competitiveness Fund?



WP3 CAPACITY BUILDING & SUPPORT

Capacity Building continued

• Study visits

• Trainings

• Info Days

• Policy Briefs, studies, mapping

• Support to S3 development



WP5 REGIONAL PILOT ACTIVITIES

Policy Brief published!

A selection of awarded companies

• Pharmabest Group

• Agrounik

• GeoSoil Engineering

• Recrewty

• Inventiko

• SME Impact

WB Innovation Vouchers 

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/documents/policy-lessons-from-the-western-balkans-innovation-voucher-pilot/



WP5 REGIONAL PILOT ACTIVITIES

All projects (23) successfully concluded.

Forthcoming: Evaluation report and Policy Brief

WB Mobility Scheme



WP5 REGIONAL PILOT ACTIVITIES

WB R&I Youth Awards 

Awarded projects

• Albania: Together for life

• Bosnia and Herzegovina: Fondacija

za inovacije, tehnologiju i transfer 

znanja

• Kosovo: Caritas 

• Montenegro: NGO Center for youth 

education

• North Macedonia: Regional Advocacy 

Centre

• Serbia: Career Launch



WP5 REGIONAL PILOT ACTIVITIES

Research Infrastructure Promotion

Policy Report published (incl. definitions, tools, results of events, etc.)

Forthcoming: Policy Brief on RIs

Exemplary cases:

• ANTARES / Biosense Institute

• Bio4 Campus

• RASH

• Tech4Green Campus

• ESS ERIC

SEEIIST development

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/documents/policy-answers-report-and-policy-brief-on-the-promotion-of-research-infrastructures/



WP5 REGIONAL PILOT ACTIVITIES

A selection of Web Published Materials

• “My Startup Story”

• “WeGate: The A to Z of Fundraising”

• “Arger Racing Formula Student Team”

• “Mittelstand: Innovation For a Mid-Size Sector”

• “OECD: Business Innovation Statistics and 

Indicators”

• “ABW Serbia: Digital Transformation of 

Women’s Businesses”

Regional Innovation Academy

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/western-balkans-regional-innovation-academy/

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/ria/digital-transformation-of-womens-businesses/
https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/ria/digital-transformation-of-womens-businesses/


WP5 REGIONAL PILOT ACTIVITIES

16 fellowship reports published, such as …

• “Brief Report: Good Practices in R&I Collaboration”

• “University of Sarajevo R&I Strategy and Implementation”

• “Strategic Foresight: Comparative R&I Systems Analysis”

• “UNSA Internal Report: Detailed Analysis of R&I Capacity”

• “Detailed Report: Research Infrastructure Development in WB”

• etc.

Project Partner Fellowship Programme 



WP7 PROJECT MANAGEMENT

15

Forthcoming newsletters

Youth cooperation (December)

Smart Specialisation (January)

TBC Mobility (maybe February)



WP7 PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Other developments and projects

✓ Forsight for enlargement countries – project starting and workshops to

be organised soon

✓ COST Action SiDnet up and running – cooperation on science diplomacy

✓ Work Programmes 2026/27 provide interesting opportunities for the 

region

✓ FSTP calls remain interesting opportunities, e.g. SoS2LearnDBS CLed: 

Community-led Actions that contribute to the Mission “Restore our 

Ocean and Waters” objectives in the Danube River Basin and Black Sea 

regions

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/calls/sos2learndbs-cled-community-led-actions-that-contribute-to-the-mission-restore-our-ocean-and-waters-objectives-in-the-danube-river-basin-and-black-sea-regions/
https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/calls/sos2learndbs-cled-community-led-actions-that-contribute-to-the-mission-restore-our-ocean-and-waters-objectives-in-the-danube-river-basin-and-black-sea-regions/


THANK 
YOU!

https://www.facebook.com/WBInfoHub

https://x.com/wbinfohub

https://www.linkedin.com/company/wbinfohub/

www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu

Contact us at any time:

Elke Dall, dall@zsi.at

policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu
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